
 WEST ESSEX MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 West Essex Regional School District 
 West Greenbrook Road 
 North Caldwell, New Jersey 07006 

 July 27, 2022 

 Dear Parents and Students, 

 West Essex Middle School is an educational institution that promotes equity and compassion.  It 
 is incumbent on the school for all students to attend school regularly and feel comfortable and 
 ready to learn. 

 Recently, there have been amendments to the New Jersey H.I.B. law.  The purpose of this 
 correspondence is to explain the mandates of the initial law, as well as the changes to the law and 
 how those changes potentially impact students and families. 

 Moreover, we hope that you will help us reinforce responsible and sensitive behavior with your 
 children.  Please reiterate positive interactions with all students, especially on social media. 

 HIB HISTORY 
 In 2011, the State of New Jersey passed the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights - 18A:37-13.  The law 
 and associated district policies are extensive and thorough.  The entire law can be  read here  .  The 
 bill defined Harassment, Intimidation and Bullying; which differs from the colloquial notion of 
 bullying that many parents may still have.  The law also prescribed a process that schools must 
 adhere to when investigating reports of H.I.B.  Reported incidents of H.I.B. must meet several 
 criteria to be confirmed. 

 Perhaps most significantly, this law gave schools  authority  and  responsibility  to investigate 
 reports of H.I.B. that take place off school grounds and/or on digital media and to sanction the 
 behavior if reports are found to be instances of H.I.B. 

 Here is a hypothetical example.  Several students are together on a Saturday night.  One student 
 posts on a social media app an image of another student that includes a disparaging caption 
 targeting a distinguishing characteristic including, but not limited to, race, ethnicity, gender, 
 religion, sexual orientation, disability, or any physical characteristics.  The other students also 
 contribute to the posting, adding comments or likes.  All students who posted or contributed to 
 the post are offenders in an incident of H.I.B.  All offenders may be subject to a range of 
 consequences including suspension and social probation (social probation prohibits students 
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 from participating in extracurricular activities).  Note that this behavior, while it happened during 
 the weekend and on social media, is sanctionable by school administration. 

 HIB AMENDMENTS 
 Several changes are going into effect this summer and will be applicable next school year.  Some 
 of the changes have to do with investigation and notification procedures.  However, there are two 
 significant changes that will impact students and families. 

 H.I.B results will now become a part of an offender’s permanent record.  School student 
 records are confidential.  The question about whether a student has been suspended has recently 
 been removed from the general portion of the college common application.  However, individual 
 colleges are requesting the information and some colleges are now even requesting complete 
 conduct records.  These student records are also subject to subpoena. 

 The amendments to the law also include liability for parents.  According to the law, parents 
 who demonstrate willful or wanton disregard in the exercise of supervision and control over the 
 conduct of a minor adjudicated to be delinquent of cyber harassment (a fourth-degree crime) may 
 be liable in a civil action.  In other words, parents can be sued for their child’s communications 
 via text messaging and social media. 

 WORKING TOGETHER 
 Our goal is always to educate and facilitate the comprehensive growth of all students.  That 
 includes modeling and teaching equity.  Yes, kids will make mistakes and say things they do not 
 mean or perhaps do not understand.  As adults we may be able to objectively recall our own 
 behavior from middle school and high school.  But violations with regards to the disparaging 
 treatment of others are not forgiving.  As parents you must know that the learning curve is steep. 
 We appreciate your anticipated support in this endeavor.  Please reinforce and model positive 
 interactions with others.  Please reiterate responsible use of cell phones and social media.  All 
 students should have an expectation to attend school and feel safe and free from ridicule.  West 
 Essex Middle School intends to meet and exceed that expectation. 

 John Worthington, Esq., Education Law Specialist, gave an extensive H.I.B. presentation at the 
 high school on April 5, 2022.  That presentation is still available on our  youtube channel  . 

 There’s plenty of summer left!  Enjoy it! 

 Sincerely, 

 Gina Donlevie  Lisa Tamburri 
 Principal  Assistant Principal & Anti-Bullying Specialist 
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